The Director,

Board of Postgraduate Studies

Egerton University

Supervisor’s report on the MSc thesis for

Candidate- FREDRICK KEMBOI
Registration Number- KM11/13502/14

Dated this 4th day of October, 2017

The title of the thesis is “Effects of supplementing Rhodes Grass hay with selected local browses on performance of growing (Small East African X Toggenburg) goats”

EXAMINER’S REPORT FOR FREDRICK KEMBOI’S MSc THESIS 2017

Title page is ok.

Abstract 
· Correct as indicated on the draft

Acknowledgement

· Correct as indicated on the draft

List of figures
· Replace indexes with indices

· Check that the pages are properly set by generating the list of figures just before printing the document.

· List of abbreviations:

· Check the line spacing to be 1.5.

·  Introduction: pg 2. Check the use of the words “browse” and “fodders” They could mean the same and therefore could be repetitive when used together.

· For References, chose to use italics for the Journal name or use normal font.

Literature review 
· Page 6: Check the spelling of  (Hangermarman et a.,l 1992). Could it be (Hangerman et al., 1992). 

· Page 6/7: Check that all references are in the text and reference list. Ondiek et al., 1999 is not in the reference list.

· Paragraph 3- delete as shown

· Pg 10. Check spelling of Kinjanapruthipong it could be Kanjanapruthipong.

· Makkar, 1993; Bosman et al., 1995; Sinclair et al., 1995 are not found in the reference list.

· Pg 11. References: Garg, S.K.... The Journal name is missing before the volume and pages. 
· Hangermarman et a.,l 1992 and Kenjanapruthipong are spelt wrongly. The journal for the latter is Animal Science and not Agricultural Science.

· Makkar 1993 is missing as well as Ondiek et al 1999 from the list

· The reference Terrill et al 1994 lacks the article title.   
Materials and methods

· Page 15: Correct as indicated on the page.

· Pg 16. Were the samples run in duplicate or triplicate? 

· What is the difference between A,B, C and a,b, c in the use in the ørskov and McDonald (1979) formula?

· Pg 17. SAS, 2002 is not in the reference list.

· Pg 18. Correct the spelling of MCDonald in ørskov and McDonald (1979) citation. 
Results and discussions
· Page 19: Correct as shown in draft.

· Pg 21. Move figure 2 to the space indicated.

· Pg 22. Check the duplicate and triplicate syringe use as earlier mentioned in page 16

· The use of the upper or lower case of A,B,C ora,b,c comes again. Its correctly used here unlike pg 16.
· Pgs 28-36: correct as indicated in draft.

· Pg 42. Could you explain why the digestibility of Om and DM is very low? How do these values compare with cited litereature?

· Refernces: Correct as indicated. Ensure full and correct citations.

General Discussions

The Heading should be centered.

Recommendations/ Further research- align these properly.

References. Write complete citations as shown in draft.

Appendices

Appendix 1. The list of publications/  manuscripts/ Conference Proceedings from this thesis should be cited in full with Authors and Year of publication..

Overall assessment

The thesis work is thorough and shows good grounding and understanding of the subject matter. The corrections are indicated in the draft thesis and once these are done, it will be acceptable for the award of the degree.  The following conclusions can be made unequivocally that:
· The thesis generates useful information about the forages and their use in arid and semi arid areas and contributes to the feed resources.

· The work contributes to the scientific knowledge.

· The thesis work is adequate in form and content for the award of MSc. degree.

· The MSc. degree in Animal Nutrition should be awarded.

Dr. J.O. Ondiek.
Dated this 30th October, 2017.                 sign: [image: image1.png]
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